
Aquarius Full Moon

This full moon in Aquarius occurs on August 16, 2008 at 24 degrees 21 minutes 3:15pm DST and comes with a Partial Lunar Eclipse.  The eclipse can be seen over the mid-Atlantic eastern hemisphere and Eastern South America.
For an Eclipse to happen it needs to involve the alignment of the Sun, Moon and the Earth, however, there is also another part that plays in this dance which are the Moon’s Nodes.   These nodes are not planets but are two points in space where the path of the Moon around the Earth intersects with the path of the Earth around the Sun.  

Now how these two points came to be is an interesting tale…..Lord Vishnu, the gods and the demons decided one day to churn the oceans of which they collected 14 jewels and some nectar.  It was discovered that by the sharing of this nectar it would give them immortality.   The Gods did not want to share this nectar with the demons for fear it would give a permanence to evil in the world.    So after many prayers to Lord Vishnu to not give the nectar to the demons a plan was devised.   Vishnu took on the form of an enchantress so that he was not to be recognized by the demons when passing out the nectar.   However, the serpent, Rahu, got wind of their plan and disguised himself as a God, so that he could also partake of the nectar, which he did.   The other gods recognized Rahu for what he was and asked Lord Vishnu to destroy him.   Lord Vishnu then cut the serpent in two, however it was too late as Rahu had already drank of the nectar and the two parts of the serpent became immortal.   The head became Rahu (the North Node) and the tail became Ketu (the South Node).    The nodes did have to give penance to Lord Vishnu who then gave them the status of a planet to afflict the sun and moon forever.   In ancient times it is said that during an eclipse either Rahu or Ketu will eat the Sun or the Moon for a short period of time and then let them go again.

This Full Moon and Partial Lunar Eclipse is conjunct Neptune, the North Node, and Chiron(the wounded healer).  It forms a somewhat easy alignment to Pluto in Sagittarius (not that anything about Pluto is easy!) and there are some possible adjustments to Mars in Virgo that may be needed.
We may have a bit of a foggy outlook on things coming up to the full moon, as things may not be quite what they seem.   Making us wonder where did all the humanitarian efforts go and why did all of a sudden people get greedy and rather tense about the simple things in life.   Chiron, in the shadow of Rahu, trying desparately to teach us that wounds can heal, that we are all part of the collective, one and the same, yet still individual at the same time.   Rahu, is a powerful entity out there wreaking havoc amongst the collective and individuals alike, finding it very easy to tap into the resources of the world and the universe at large, by making us see only what we want to see, which again may not be really what it is.   However, Rahu is only partially covering up the Full Moon, so if we take a good look and find the strength to peer around the corner, to fine tune what it is we truly want for ourselves, then we should be able to make it happen, so long as we don’t get caught up in what Rahu wants us to see and/or be.
The *Sabian Symbol at 27 degrees of Capricorn - “A Butterfly Emerges from its Chrysalis, Right Wing First.”

In Love and Light,

JoAnn Stoneberg

Astrologer
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*A note on the Sabian Symbols… The Sabian symbols, another form of divination, were produced in 1925 with the combined efforts of Elsie Wheeler, a clairvoyant medium and Marc Edmond Jones a spiritualist astrologer.  They brought into manifestation a symbol for each of the 360 degrees of the Astrological chart in the span of a day in Balboa Park San Diego, California.
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